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One of the items on display, an ostrich 
feather and tortoise shell fan owned by 

Zelda Fitzgerald (1900-1948). 
Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library and 

Museum, Austin, Texas
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The Long Island Museum in Stony 
Brook is re-opening its Art Museum on 
Thursday, July 24 with the launch of two 

new immersive exhibitions, offering unique 
new perspectives on both history and art.  

Gatsby at 100, which celebrates the 
centennial year of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The 

Great Gatsby will be on view 
through October 19, 2025, 
and Giants and Gems, a 
unique juxtaposition of the 

largest and smallest items from LIM’s art, 
history, and carriage collections, will run 
through December 21, 2025. 

Each exhibition offers museumgoers the 
opportunity to engulf themselves in unique 
collections of artifacts with ties to both Long 
Island and literary history: in the Gatsby 
exhibition, visitors will be transported into 
the opulent world of one of the world’s 
most beloved novels, and through Giants 
and Gems, they will be able to experience 
different points of view in art and history, 
both literally and figuratively.

“Our Gatsby exhibition has been created 
in celebration of this literary centennial 
anniversary, and transports visitors into the 
context of Fitzgerald’s novel and how it has 
been an enduring source of story-telling 
over these last 100 years,” said Joshua Ruff, 
Co-Executive Director, Collections and 
Programming at The Long Island Museum.  
“Similarly, our Giants and Gems exhibition 
will provide visitors with an opportunity to 
also transport themselves into a new way 
of viewing art, interacting with works in 
unusual ways and gaining a new perspective 
that lends itself to discovery.”

Gatsby at 100
In 1922, F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896–1940), 

his wife Zelda (1900–1948), and their infant 
daughter Scottie (1921–1986), moved into 
a Mediterranean-style house at 6 Gateway 
Drive in Great Neck. Fitzgerald immersed 
himself in the local community and created 
an indelible island of imagination, something 
that resembled but also caricatured what the 
North Shore of Long Island actually was in 
the 1920s. 

On April 10, 1925, The Great Gatsby was 
published by Charles Scribner’s Sons. The 
novel received mixed reviews and was not an 
immediate commercial success. However, it 
has since taken on a much larger significance 
in literary and popular culture, achieving a 
place in the canon of great American novels. 

The Long Island Museum exhibition, 
featured in the Art Museum’s Costigan 
Gallery, will focus on the history of the 
book’s creation and reception, as well as 
both the mythology and the reality of the 
area that it depicted. Objects will include 
items from private and public collections 

related to the book, the Gold Coast, and to 
the Fitzgeralds’ lives, period clothing from 
the LIM’s collection, Jazz Age artwork, and a 
well-developed vignette.

Giants and Gems
Giants and Gems: The Largest and Smallest 

from LIM’s Collection will juxtapose the 
largest and the smallest works from the 
LIM’s Art, History and Carriage collections, 
including fine arts, crafts, costumes, and 
household objects. On view in the Art 
Museum’s Main Gallery, visitors will be 
confronted by the effects of varying scale 
and consider the way this artistic decision 
impacts the viewing experience. 

When an artist conceives of a new work, 
one of their first decisions must be about 
the size of the final piece. Will it be larger 
than life, enveloping the viewer’s entire field 
of vision? Or will it be scaled down, forcing 
both the artist and the viewer to come 
close to it and treat it delicately? Size and 
scale are important components in both the 
intellectual and emotional responses to art. 

Taking a recognizable object or figure 
and dramatically enlarging or miniaturizing 
it disorients the viewer, allowing a new 
experience with something familiar. This 
new perspective lends itself to discovery 
as the viewer must interact with and view 
the object in an unusual way, often seeing 
details and reading meanings missed in the 
conventional object.

Both exhibits, along with The Triumph 
of Nature: Art Nouveau from the Chrysler 
Museum of Art in the History Museum 

(through Sept. 21) and the world renowned 
Carriage Museum will be on view on 
Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. until 7 p.m., and 
Fridays through Sundays from noon until 
5 p.m. 

A Smithsonian affiliate, the Long Island 
Museum is located at 1200 Route 25A in 
Stony Brook. Admission is $15 adults, $10 
seniors and students, free for children under 
the age of 6. or more information, visit www.
longislandmuseum.org.
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Long Island Museum launches two new exhibits
Veterans' Resource Fair

New York State Assemblywoman 
Rebecca Kassay and Long Island Cares 
co-host a Veterans' Resource Fair at 
Concern for Independent Living, 1599 
Route 112, Port Jefferson Station on 
Saturday, July 26 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.   
Veterans and their families will receive 
helpful resources from a variety of ven-
dors, veterans organizations and nonprof-
its and food to take home from Long 
Island Cares’ farm truck. For more infor-
mation, call 631-751-3094.

Sand Street Beach Cleanup
Help keep our coastlines clean! Join 

Coastal Steward for a cleanup of Sand 
Street Beach in Stony Brook Village on 
Saturday, July 26 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Gloves, bags and pickup sticks will be 
provided. Community service credit will 
be given. Questions? Call 631-941-6528.

Free Rabies Clinic
The Suffolk County Department of 

Health Services in conjunction with the 
Town of Brookhaven will offer free rabies 
vaccinations for dogs, cats and ferrets on 
Saturday, July 26, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the Brookhaven Animal Shelter located at 
300 Horseblock Road in Brookhaven.

Although the clinic is available to all 
Suffolk County residents, the quantity of 
vaccine is limited and available only while 
supplies last. All dogs must be on leashes 
and all cats and ferrets must be in carriers. 
No reservations required. Call 631-451-
6950 for more info.

Nature Drawing Workshop
Join the Reboli Center 

for Art and History, 64 
Main St., Stony Brook for 
a Nature Drawing Workshop 
with returning instructors 
Luci Betti-Nash and Stephen 
Nash on Monday, August 4 from 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. Students will explore the beauty of 
the natural world through guided drawing 
exercises. $25 per person includes all 
materials. To register, call 631-751-7707 
or visit www.rebolicenter.org.

Special Recycling Event
Brookhaven Town Supervisor Dan 

Panico will host a special E-Waste/Paper 
Shredding/Drug Take Back event at 
Brookhaven Town Hall's South Parking 
Lot, 1 Independence Hill, Farmingville 
on Friday, July 25 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Limit of five banker-sized boxes of 
personal documents per household. Please 
remove binders, clips, plastic covers, or 
any electronics/batteries. Sharps and 
liquid medications cannot be accepted. 
For further details, call 631-451-8696.
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Party in Great Neck. F. Scott Fitzgerald is in first row (third from left) and Zelda is turned to the side 
in top upper left row, 1922.  Princeton University Library

'Moonlit Seascape' by Edward Moran (1829–
1901) is on view in the Giants and Gems exhibit.




