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Period costumes are displayed in front of a wall-size photograph of guests at a house party in Great Neck in 1922 at the “Gatsby at 100" exhibit in Stony Brook.

The '20s
roar again

Long Island Museum exhibit salutes
F. Scott Fitzgerald and the Jazz Age

VIDEO

Marking the centennial anniversary of ‘Gatsby’
newsday.tv
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BY MARY GREGORY
Special to Newsday

an’t repeat the past?” he
cried incredulously. “Why
of course you can!”

That famous line was

delivered by Jay Gatsby,
the fictional protagonist of F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s “The Great Gatsby,”
indisputably one of the greatest
American novels. The book was pub-
lished in 1925, and in film, theater,
graphic novels and now an exhibition
at the Long Island Museum in Stony
Brook, its past is coming to life again,
just as Gatsby predicted. “Gatsby at
100” runs through Oct. 19, and in-
cludes artworks, photographs,
archival documents and even Zelda
Fitzgerald’s ostrich feather fan to
recreate a moment and conjure an
era.

'Gatsby at 100’

WHEN | WHERE Through Oct. 19,
1:30 am.-7 p.m. Thursday; 12-5 p.m.
Friday-Sunday, The Long Island Mu-
seum, 1200 Rte. 25A, Stony Brook
INFO $15, $7 ages 63 and older, $10
ages 6-17, free ages 5 and younger;
631-751-0066, longislandmuseum.org

THE GREAT FITZGERALD

Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald (named
for his distant cousin, the composer of
the national anthem) was the quintessen-
tial chronicler of Jazz Age Long Island.
He cast his discerning eye from the
garret above a garage in a rented house
at 6 Gateway Dr. in Great Neck across
Manhasset Bay to the lavish lifestyles of
Gold Coast mansions and captured a
story about love, money, dreams, ambi-
tion, greed, corruption and even murder.
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A first edition copy of F. Scott
Fitzgerald's now-classic novel on
display at the Stony Brook museum.

It’s a literary powerhouse.

“It’s an American myth that keeps
on living, because we all know it and
people still have an appetite for it,”
said museum director Joshua Ruff,
who organized the exhibition.

He hopes people who have read
the book will enjoy the deep dive into
its history, and those who haven’t will
be prompted to pick up a copy.

“For the writing, Fitzgerald is
practicing at a very high level,” Ruff
said. “He’s just a phenomenal
painter of scenes and the dialogue
between people. People have a
chance to really see the story of the
Jazz Age played out.”

Though Fitzgerald named his
fictional towns East Egg and West
Egg, scholars point to Great Neck
and Sands Point.

“Fitzgerald was very close friends
with [author] Ring Lardner and
spent multiple nights a week at
Lardner’s house where they would
hang out on the porch,” Ruff said.

He went to Lardner’s old home
near East Shore Drive and found
from that spot, you can look right
across Manhasset Bay to the site of
Land’s End, the mansion belonging
to publisher Herbert Bayard Swope,
who was known for holding boister-
ous parties. Through Ruff’s wall
texts, historic photographs and
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tableaux that give a sense of a by-
gone era, “you can somewhat retrace
the path and some of the genesis of
the novel’s beginning,” he added.

LETTERS, LAMPS AND LOTS MORE

Along with portraits of Fitzgerald
and his wife, Zelda, there are letters
from the author about writing “The
Great Gatsby,” first editions and
copies of the book in several lan-
guages, a wall-sized photo of revel-
ers at a Christmas party at the
Fitzgerald home and Zelda’s fan.
Movie posters, film stills and docu-
mentation of a 1926 Broadway pro-
duction give a sense of how endur-
ing this tale has been, and Ruff and
his team have included photographs
and objects from the period, like
beaded dresses and Tiffany lamps to
suggest the pre-Depression era Gold
Coast lifestyle, much of it now lost.

Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, both of
whom were born far from New York,
came to the city like so many others
to make a name and a fortune. They
ran with the in crowd, lived fast and
both died young. Neither lived to see
the fame “The Great Gatsby” brought.

Initially a commercial flop, the book
came to prominence in later decades,
especially after 155,000 copies were
printed and distributed to troops
during World War II. Ruff concludes
the presentation with a photograph of
the couple’s grave in Rockville, Mary-
land, engraved with the poignant final
line of the novel, “So we beat on, boats
against the current, borne back cease-
lessly into the past.”

In the art museum’s adjacent
gallery, “Giants and Gems” high-
lights more than 100 of the largest
and smallest works in the collection,
offering viewers the chance to con-
sider how size and scale influence
artists and audiences. On Sept. 3, the
museum will host “The Gatsby
Gala” to celebrate the centenary and
the exhibition.

“People can come dressed up in
their own Gatsby way,” Ruff said,
proving that while you may not be able
to repeat the past, you can revisit it.
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ONE BITE

AND YOU'LL KNOW

Omaha Steaks are hand-selected for unmatched
quality, naturally aged for maximum tenderness,
and flash-frozen to lock in that unforgettable
flavor. Just one bite and you’ll know this
is the best steak you’ll ever taste.

We guarantee it.

Classic Gookout Gollection

Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

76946CDL separately 52+9:93 312999

SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE

L) Go to OmahaSteaks.com/OneBite2236
\o/ orcal 1.855.758.4754 Ask for Offer 76946CDL

- GET 8 -
BURGERS

FREE

A $22 value!
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 76946. Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices.
While supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may
apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 09/30/25. | 25M8446 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

2025 Summer

Home Protection Event!

Leaf UFilter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

LIFETIME
TRANSFERABLE
WARRANTY"

vimdy

End Cleaning Out Gutters!

Zero Clogged Gutters Guaranteed

X Without LeafFilter v With LeafFilter

Promo Code: 285
CALL 888-552-1791 FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

75% OFF + $250

Installation Discount

*$250 discount (no cash value) is for same-day signing only. This offer cannot be combined with any other promotion or offer. No obligation estimate valid
for 1 year. +See representative for full warranty details. See website for all license and registration numbers. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795,
CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, MI262300331, 262300330,
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, N 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990,
OR 218294, PAPA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056
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